
Biology
Living Things and their Habitats Year 5/6 – Spring 

What should I already know?

Living things can be grouped in a variety of ways.

Classification keys can be used to group, identify and 

name a variety of living things.

What will I learn?

Living things can be classified into broad groups based 

on their observable characteristics.

Plants, animals and microorganisms can be classified 

based on similarities or differences.

The role of a taxonomist in scientific research and how 

Carl Linnaeus work influenced generations of biologists.

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Classify

Characteristics

Microorganism

Taxonomy / Taxonomist

Working Scientifically Skills                                                                                        How will I be a scientist?

Plan Do Record Review

Classify plants, animals and 

microorganisms into broad 

groups

Plan two comparative tests 

Sort living things into a 

variety of groups based on 

their characteristics

Set up a comparative test 

and decide which variable to 

change

Record changes over time

Record results of the change 

in variable

Present findings to peers 

through discussions or by 

presenting recorded data

Types of Enquiry

Observing 

changes 

over time

Pattern 

seeking

Identifying, 

groups & 

classifying

Comparative 

and Fair 

testing

Research


