
Year 3/4 Book Warmer

Freddy and Polly are used to helping
their father with his experiments. So

they don't mind being put into
cryonic suspension - having their
hearts frozen until their father

wakes them up again. They know it
will only be for an hour or two, so
there's nothing to worry about . . .
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Genre: Science Fiction Novel

...a genre of speculative fiction that
contains imagined elements that don't exist

in the real world. Science fiction spans a
wide range of themes that often explore
time travel, space travel, are set in the

future, and deal with the consequences of
technological and scientific advances.

Set in 2009 Britain, the story researches
cryonic suspension and life in 1956 Britain.

friendship

Vault: a large room or chamber used for storage, especially an
underground one. A ‘hidden’ or ‘underground’ vault is used to
keep something secret.

Cryonic suspension: the low-temperature freezing and storage
of human remains, with the speculative hope that resurrection
may be possible in the future
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Ben and Rachel can't believe their eyes when they find a hidden

underground vault at the bottom of their garden. Inside are two frozen

figures, a boy and a girl, whose scientist father left them there in cryonic

suspension over fifty years ago. Then Rachel accidentally presses a

button, and something incredible happens . . .
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Indeed, two of the main characters are from the 1950s, frozen in time as early teenagers
by their father’s experimentation into cryonics. Woken in 2009 by their thirteen-year old

great-nephew and -niece, they find fifty years' worth of changes hard to cope with,
especially when the reverberations of the Cold War threaten to plunge them into the world

of espionage and official secrets.

This is an exciting thriller with a nail-biting denouement, and a great deal of humour,
largely created by the difference between the experience and expectations of mid-

twentieth and early twenty-first century children.



Book Preview...

Meet The author...
Ali Sparkes

Alison Sparkes is a British children's
author. She is best known for her

Shapeshifter book series.

Have you read any other books by
this author?

Main Characters

Ben and Rachel

Modern day pre-teens
Brother and sister
11 and 13
Live in Britain

Freddy and Polly

1956 pre-teens
Brother and sister
Rachel and Ben’s great
aunt and uncle
Live in Britain

“Frozen in Time”
to describe something that appears unchanged or

preserved exactly as it was at a particular
moment, despite the passage of time.


